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Worthing Camera Club Constitution 

 

1. Name 
The Club is called the Worthing Camera Club. 

2. Objects 
The objects of the Club are to promote the study and practice of photography and the 
social intercourse of members. 

3. Management 
3.1 The Club is managed by a committee of no less than 3 members. 
3.2 The committee must be elected at the annual general meeting in each year, and, 
subject to termination of office by resignation, removal or otherwise, the members 
remain in office until their successors are elected at the annual or a special general 
meeting following their election. 
3.3 The committee may fill any casual vacancy that occurs. 
3.4 Retiring members of the committee may be re-elected. 

4. Subscriptions 
4.1 The annual subscription is determined each year by a majority vote of the 
Committee. 
4.2 Subscriptions are due by 30th September in every year. 
4.3. If  2 or more members live at the same house, the Committee has an absolute 
discretion to make whatever reduction in the annual subscription it thinks fit. 

5. Visitors and temporary members 
5.1 The Committee may elect members of other clubs to use and enjoy the premises 
and facilities of the club as visitors for any period not exceeding one month 
5.2 Visitors may not vote at any meeting of members 
5.3 The Committee may admit people as temporary members on any terms it thinks 
fit. 
5.4 There may not be more than 100 temporary members at any one time. 
5.5 Members may introduce visitors to ordinary meetings of the Club. Except by a 
majority of vote of the Committee, no non-member may attend more than twice in 
any season. 

6. Entrance fees 
6.1 An entrance fee determined by the Committee is payable by a candidate who has 
been elected a member and must be paid with his first annual subscription. 
6.2 No candidate who has been elected a member is entitled to the privileges of 
membership until he has paid the entrance fee (if any) and his first annual 
subscription. 
6.3 If the entrance fee and first annual subscription are not paid within one month 
after notice has been sent informing a new member of his election, the election is 
void. 

7. Posting of members’ names 
7.1 The name of any member whose current subscription has not been paid before 



 

2 
 

10th October in any year and who neglects to comply with a written request for 
payment within 7 days after it has been sent to him, may be posted on the notice 
board of the club. 
7.2 Such a member ceases to be a member on the expiration of the 7 days unless a 
reason, satisfactory to the committee, is given for the delay. 

8. Application for membership 
8.1 All applications for membership must be made in writing and must be signed by 
the candidate. 
8.2 Election is at the discretion of the Committee. 

9. Expulsion 
9.1 The Committee may expel any member and revoke any honorary membership of 
a member who offends against the rules of the Club or whose conduct, in the opinion 
of the committee, renders him unfit for membership of the club. 
9.2 Before any such member is expelled, the secretary must give him 7 days’ written 
notice to attend a meeting of the committee and must inform him of the complaints 
made against him. 
9.3 No member may be expelled unless he has first had an opportunity to appear 
before the committee and answer complaints made against him and at least two-
thirds of the committee then present vote in favour of his expulsion. 
9.4 No member whose membership has been terminated under this rule or who owes 
money to the club may be introduced by any other member as a visitor to any part of 
the club premises. 

10. Club staff 
10.1 The club staff are under the orders of the committee only, and no member may 
reprimand a member of staff. 
10.2 If a member has any cause for complaint, he must bring it before the committee 
in writing. 

11. Alteration of rules 
The committee may alter the rules, but no alteration takes effect until it has been 
confirmed at the next annual general meeting or a special general meeting convened 
for the purpose. 

12. Byelaws 
12.1 The committee may make byelaws (not inconsistent with these rules) to regulate 
the conduct and affairs of the Club. 
12.2 The byelaws must be posted in some conspicuous part of the club premises or 
on the club website and are binding on all members. 

13. General meetings 
13.1 A general meeting of the club must be held in every year not later than 1st July 
and must: 
   13.1.1 receive and, if approved, adopt a statement of the club’s accounts to the end 
of the preceding year; 
   13.1.2 consider and, if approved, sanction any duly made alteration of the rules; 
   13.1.3 appoint the officers and other members of the committee; 



 

3 
 

   13.1.4 approve the election of any one as a life member; and 
   13.1.5 deal with any special matter which the committee desires to bring before the 
members and receive suggestions from the members for consideration by the 
committee. 
13.2 Notice convening the general meeting must be posted in some conspicuous part 
of the club premises not less than 10 days before the meeting and must specify the 
matters to be dealt with. 

14. Special general meetings 
14.1 A special general meeting may be convened at any time by the committee and 
must be convened within 31 days from receipt of a requisition in writing signed by not 
less than 2 members specifying the object of the meeting. 
14.2 A special general meeting may be convened: 
   14.2.1 to consider and, if approved, sanction any duly made alteration of the rules; 
   14.2.2 to deal with any special matter which the committee wishes to place before 
the members; 
   14.2.3 to remove any member or members of the committee from office and to fill 
any vacancy or vacancies caused by the removal; or 
   14.2.4 to deal with any special matter which the members requiring the meeting 
wish to place before the club. 
14.3 Notice convening a special general meeting must be posted in some 
conspicuous part of the club premises, or on the club website, or emailed to 
members of the club, not less than 10 days before the meeting and must specify the 
matters to be dealt with. 

15. Chairman 
15.1 At committee meetings and at general meetings a chairman must be elected tp 
preside, and he may have a casting or additional vote in the event of an equality of 
votes. 
15.2 The chairman shall not hold office for more than two consecutive years. 

16. Quorums 
16.1 The following numbers are required to form a quorum: 
    16.1.1 at committee meetings (except for the purpose or rule 10), 3 
    16.1.2 at committee meetings for the purpose of rule 9, half the total members of 
the committee, and 
    16.1.3 at general meetings, 10. 
16.2 Junior and temporary members may attend general meetings, but they are not 
entitled to vote and must not be counted as part of the necessary quorum. 

17. Finances 
17.1 Cheques drawn on behalf of the club shall be signed by any two of the 
Treasurer, Chairman, or the Secretary. 

18. Liability 
18.1 The committee shall manage the affairs of the club, however, financial or legal 
liability incurred in the rightful exercise of their office shall not be the personal liability 
of the committee but the responsibility of the club as a whole. 
18.2 All members who attend the club do so at their own risk, and neither the Club 
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nor its officers can accept any liability for any loss or injury sustained of any kind. 
18.3 All members shall act responsibly and adhere to recognised safe practices. 

19. Speaker’s and Judge’s expenses 
The committee may entertain any speaker and pay the speaker a reasonable fee and 
travelling expenses out of Club funds. 

20. Honorary Members 
20.1 The Committee may, by a simple majority vote, award Honorary membership to 
any Member who has been a member at the Club for a continuous period of 25 years 
or more or to any other persons as they shall in their absolute discretion decide. 
20.2 Honorary Membership may be revoked by the Committee acting in accordance 
with rule 9 above. 
20.3 Honorary Members shall be entitled to free membership at the Club save that 
they shall be required to pay the usual entrance fee required for attendance at the 
meetings. 
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